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Weather or Not!

Nothing can ruin a pleasant day out
on the water faster than a change in
the weather. I don't mean a little
rain on your parade either. For the
day boater, a current forecast can
inform you whether you even want
to venture out. Once you're out,
keeping a sharp eye out to the West,
where most severe weather will
come from, will keep you out of
trouble in most situations.

There are local weather hazards
such as strong outflows in our
mountain fjords like Howe Sound
and Indian Arm and wind over
water standing waves where
currents are swift. These you learn
about from fellow boaters, personal
experience and ‘weather history’.

Many of us ‘Cruise’. That means we
venture out for several days, even
weeks at a time. Under these
circumstances, knowing how to get
weather information and reading
weather indicators carefully can
mean the difference between a
quiet day at anchor and a hair
raising experience never to be
repeated. If you want a dialogue on
this, just ask Kirk or Paige about the
challenge of getting weather
information in Greece and the
nightmare that can result when you
don’t have it!

Next week’s weather lecture is
mostly about getting weather
information and understanding
what you are being told. To the
mariner, sun and cloud are far less
important than wind, waves and
visibility. Most lubber weather
broadcasts are about the former.
Marine weather information is
about the latter. You'll know soon
enough whether you need to slather
on the sunscreen or pull out the
rain-suit. Some glorious days you
may need to do both. But the

difference between whether you
make it back to port or not will be
dictated by; the winds that blow
you off course and towards
dangerous rocks and shores, the
waves that buck you like a Brahma
bull in the rodeo, and the fogs, mists
and rains that make it hard to see
and be seen.

Next week you'll learn a few tips
about finding out information and
some of the fundamental hazards.
But weather is one topic that needs
much more depth than can be
presented in a couple of hours. If
you’re a serious boater who does
more than day trips, you’ll need
more weather knowledge. Consider
the CPS Weather Course or courses
from other agencies to round out
your knowledge. You can't learn
enough about weather. It's a matter
of comfort and safety, yours.
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TONIGHTS TOPICS
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Surfing Safely

Marine Disasters happen

In recent years, there have been several major boating incidents

The Canadian Coast Guard is a division of Fisheries and Oceans
Canada and they also have a comprehensive web site.

http://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca

Another valuable web site full of boating safety information is

Transport Canada’s Marine Safety Site

All their publication are available on line.

involving small craft in local waters. A boat exploded in a Victoria
Harbour after refueling. The skipper (he just bought the boat)
suffered a broken leg and severe burns and his son was horribly
Shortly after, a boat was run
over by a BC Ferry as it was leaving Swartz Bay on Vancouver

burned as a result of the incident.

Island. The retired couple aboard running on autopilot both

perished.

http://www.tc.gc.ca/marinesafety/debs/obs/menu.htm

Material you can find here includes:

Latest versions of the ‘Safe Boating Guide’

A Vessel Maintenance Guide
A Sea Kayaking Safety Guide

A safety video “Boom, up she went” (Check it out!!)

Survival in Cold Waters
Protecting the Marine Environment
A Boaters Guide to Signage

A recently concluded investigation was about a boat that tried to
navigate between a tug and its tow off Point Atkinson just after
dark. Several perished after the boat struck the tow cable.

A US submarine surfaced under a fisheries training boat off the
coast of Hawaii. Eleven of those aboard were lost. This echoes a
similar incident in the Straight of Juan de Fuca when a submarine
surfaced under a sailboat. The crew all survived that incident but
the boat was lost.

Another excellent source information can be found at the

Government of Canada’s Boating Safety web site.

If you're interested in Boating Safety and these vital services to
Canadian Boaters, spend a few minutes on their sites. You may find

it was time well wasted.

BOW - This is

in front of your banker

what you do

when you are asking for
more money to spend on your
boat. As your beat will
surely cost much more than
what you initially asked
for, it is imperative that
you learn how to do this

quickly.

GPS - an electronic
device that allows you
to navigate out of
sight of landmarks at
which time the
patteries conveniently
expire,

Accidents at sea happen. You are wise to be taking a course like
this to prepare yourself, as many problems can be avoided. You
are learning to; run a blower after refueling to vent explosive
fumes, always keeping a watch even on autopilot, know navigation
lights at night (three lights on a tug indicate it has a tow). Even
professional mariners make errors, like the unusual errors made by
those subs. Reduce the odds that disaster might happen to you.
Keep on Learning and always Boat Safely.

Don’t forget to sign up for the
Student Cruise! If we don’t have you
down we don’t know the right
numbers of everything ranging from
boats and proctors to food to have
on hand for the cruise.

Be sure to let Pat know if you are coming, and
sign the form, so that our Student
Cruisemaster can call the right number of
boats and proctors to help you out!

. J
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